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I would like to welcome back all students, families and staff to Term 3 and report that I am really pleased with the manner in
which everybody has returned. I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome back staff that have been on leave, staff
continuing with us and or who are new.
I would like to welcome back:
Sonya Fergus: Business Manager
Tania Hosking: Food Technology
Eh Soo: Multicultural Aide
Staff continuing with us:
Skye McDonald: English/Humanities
Nicole Campbell: BFLO
New staff





Ebony McLean: PE/Health
Ben Matthews: Mathematics
Nicole Kent: BFLO Educational Support
Elizabeth Nicholson: ES (Nexus Program – LaTrobe University)

It is great to have the above mentioned people, along with all existing staff, and the WCB community back on board.
Staff have had numerous meetings and have been working really hard at ensuring we reengage our students in their learning,
whilst providing the safest possible environment for this to occur. We are continuing to ensure we operate clean, calm,
communities, with students contributing to the success of this initiative. For staff we continue to meet, collaborate and plan
using the virtual technologies that we have available to us to ensure we adhere to social distancing requirements as set out
by the chief health officer.
I would like to remind our parents/carers, students and staff:
• Stay at home if you are unwell
• Practise good hygiene, including washing your hands
• Adults to keep your distance — stay 1.5 metres away from others
Please stay home, if you have any of the symptoms however mild, of coronavirus (COVID-19), seek advice and get tested.
Symptoms include:
- fever
- chills
- cough
- sore throat
- shortness of breath
- runny nose
- loss of sense of smell or taste
Find out more at: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/getting-tested-coronavirus-covid-19
Jason Bysouth
Principal
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Semester 1 reports are now available to all families via Compass. These can be accessed from the home screen under the
‘View Academic Records Tab’. Reports provide feedback on your child’s learning throughout the semester. As we moved to
remote learning as a result of COVID-19, our usual ways of teaching and learning for students have looked different in Term 2.
Included in this change has been how we assess and report on student learning.
The feedback that we have received from parents and students has been positive, the opportunities and new learning that
occurred, and the challenges that we have each responded to demonstrate all of our resilience.
We thank your child for all they have achieved and all they have contributed – they should be proud of their efforts, even in
the challenging moments. We also wish to thank each parent/carer and family member for your encouragement, feedback,
patience and willingness to support your child’s ongoing wellbeing and learning.
The content on which we normally report in a semester is reduced, as the usual assessments undertaken in the everyday
classroom have not always been possible. Following the advice of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA)
and the Victorian Department of Education and Training, these reports will provide:




A comment on the progress made on the skills demonstrated throughout the semester
An assessment on how your child adjusted to the remote learning environment
A description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum taught in Term 1

The end of year report (December) will provide a more comprehensive view of learning and behaviours across the curriculum
areas. We thank you for understanding the variations in this Semester 1 report, as impacted by the change in learning
environments during Term 2, and the approach our College has taken. If you would like a printed copy of your child’s report,
please contact their advisor for this to be arranged.
Parent/Student/Teacher conferences are scheduled for the end of Term 3. If you would like to discuss reports or progress
before this time please contact class teachers.

The elective program at Weeroona College Bendigo is very extensive, allowing for students to access a large variety of
pathways. Staff are currently working on finalising the electives that we will be offering to students for 2021. With the current
COVID situation we will be looking at a virtual elective information evening for students in Year 8 and 9. More information for
these families will follow.

A reminder that students are to be in full school uniform each day. This uniform demonstrates respect and pride in our
College. With the cooler weather well and truly with us it is important that students are wearing the college rugby jumpers or
college jackets to keep warm. Hoodies under clothes are not to be worn.

Sarah Trew
Assistant Principal
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Due to the current DET guidelines, if your child is displaying any symptoms of a cold or flu, you are required to keep them at
home.
If your child is staying at home because of illness, we ask that you either call the Administration Office on 5443 2133 or log on
to Compass to explain the absence.

Last term, letters were sent out to families of students who have expired medical action plans. As per DET guidelines, you are
required to provide the school with a current medical action plan and medication. We would appreciate it if you could please
have this form filled out by your doctor and returned to the Administration office at your earliest convenience.
If you have any queries in regards to this, please don’t hesitate in contacting the Administration Office.

If your child will be late/absent or is required to leave school early, it is important that you notify the school. You can do this in
the following ways:





Enter the absence on Compass
Phone the absence line on 4433 4911 and leave a message
Call the Administration Office on 5443 2133
Send your child to school with a note to hand into the Administration office upon arrival/departure

If you must pick your child up early from school, we ask that you call ahead and adhere to social distancing rules by staying
1.5m away from others, and remembering to sanitise on your way into the Administration Office.
CONVEYANCE half year claim: If you wish to claim for Term 3 and Term 4, please bring your original receipt to the Admin
Office. Claims close on the 27/08/2020. Please note; if you have already claimed for Term 1 and Term 2 you will not need a
new claim form.

We currently have two casual vacancies for Parent Representatives on our College Council. Your commitment would be 1
meeting a month (Monday night’s 5.30- 6.30pm) via WebEx. Expressions of interest can be made to Sonya Fergus on
5443 2133 or email fergus.sonya.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

Lunch orders must be completed before school between 8.30am and 9.00am at the canteen or online via QKR.
The canteen will only be serving lunch orders at lunch. There will be no over the counter sales of drinks, icecreams, hot
food or rum balls.
The canteen will be closed at recess.
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Just a reminder to all students that the Premiers’ Reading Challenge finishes on
September 4th. By this date all students who are participating need to have read
and recorded at least 15 book using the Online App. Usernames and passcodes
were emailed out during remote learning or alternatively you can use your
Edupass Login details. The Online App has been revamped this year and
subsequently isn’t very user-friendly, so if you are having problems please contact
Ms. Oliver or Ms. Waycott via Compass or in person for assistance.
To record your reading, visit:
https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home

In recognition of the fact that over 500 million Harry Potter books have been sold worldwide, and to help celebrate what will
be Harry Potter’s 40th birthday on the 31st of July, the GLC will be hosting Harry Potter week from the 27th-31st of July.
As part of our celebrations we have three Harry Potter themed competitions open for all students of WCB to enter. See
Compass for details. We also will be running the following activities in the Makerspace/library throughout the week.
For members of WCB’s Book Club only. Come to the library at the start of lunch to snack on a feast of wizarding treats as well
as making your own golden snitch.
Paint your own terracotta pot to look like Harry Potter. Once the pots are dry you then get to plant watercress and alpha
sprouts in the pot to grow Harry’s hair.
Decorate your fingernails, Harry Potter style, with nail decals and polish. Or use the polymer clay to construct a Harry Potter
character or symbol.
Design/create your own Harry Potter themed 44mm button badge.
Construct your own Honeyduke’s Chocolate Frog Box and a real chocolate frog may hop its way into it.
In addition to these activities, the library will also be running the following activities that you may partake in, without signing
up: Harry Potter Colouring, Harry Potter Lego, Harry Potter Origami, Harry Potter Puzzle and Harry Potter Sticker Art.
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Idioms appear in every language, and English has thousands of them. They are often confusing because
the meaning of the whole group of words taken together has little, often nothing, to do with the
meaning of the words taken one by one. For example, if you say
someone has "cold feet," it doesn't mean their toes are actually cold.
Rather, it means they're nervous about something.
This term, the Makerspace has on offer a long term project for
students to participate in. Students have the opportunity to explore a
variety of well-known English idioms and then use a selection of craft
materials to visually depict the idiom on a square of fabric. At the end
of the term all of these squares will be sewn together to form an
Idiom Communal Quilt, which will be displayed in the library.

Adding fuel to the fire

A bleeding heart

A piece of cake

Can’t see the forest through the trees

A fish out of water

Go fly a kite
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In the last week of Semester One, all Year 7-10 students who are learning Chinese participated in a fun cooking session to make
their own Glutinous Rice Dumplings (‘Shao Mai’) as a reward for their good effort and achievement throughout the semester.
Cooking and enjoying some great Chinese food is always a fun way to open our eyes to difference practice around the world
and experience culture! Before cooking, we learnt about what is a ‘Shao Mai’ – a traditional Chinese Dim Sum with glutinous
rice, dry mushrooms and a variety of ingrediencies wrapped in thin dumpling skin. We learnt to make them into the traditional
flowery shape, but we were creative in shaping them too! We then enjoyed a delicious Chinese meal with our own creations
using chopsticks.
At Weeroona College Bendigo, we recognise the importance of studying a foreign language and its culture to develop learning
skills and open up future perspectives for our students. The awareness and appreciation for cultural diversity in values and
practices is regarded as an essential mindset to develop good citizenship practice and prepare for future global collaboration.
Hence students at Weeroona College were given opportunity to experience the unique Chinese culture by making and tasting
food.
Food options for students with special dietary requirement were provided, and the Clean and Calm Community protocols
during COVID-19 pandemic were strictly followed by the students and teaching staffs to minimise risk.
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A fresh term is upon us with fresh opportunities and a renewed sense of enthusiasm floating through the Performing Arts
Building here at Weeroona College Bendigo. Being that we are now in Semester 2, we have a fresh group of Year 7 students
taking on Classroom Music and the always exciting Music AND Dance elective.

I have many highlights in my week, but one of the stand outs is running Count Basie Band rehearsals first thing on a Thursday
morning. Why?
Count Basie Band is the Concert Band for Year 7 instrumental students. Not only are they learning how to play their
instrument, they’re also wrapping their head around how to play their instrument in a group or ensemble.
It’s a ridiculously fun way to start a Thursday and the bonus is how well they are doing despite having missed nearly a full
term of rehearsals. Count Basie Band rehearsals usually start towards the end of Term 1 and our Count Basie Band members
got one rehearsal in before the pandemic struck us. So normally we’d be up to rehearsal 16 or 17 instead 5 or 6. With only 5
or 6 rehearsals under their belt they successfully achieved playing through their first full tune this week.
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL COUNT BASIE BAND MEMBERS !!!!!!!!!!!
Parents, if one your kids is attending Count Basie Band rehearsals on a Thursday morning, they are doing super well.
Year 7 brass and woodwind students (tuba, trombone, flute, saxophone and clarinet), WELL DONE!

I mentioned in the last newsletter of Term 2 that the Performing Arts Department are running a One Act Play Festival. This
will be ramping up and starting very soon. What are we offering I hear you ask? Well, even if you’ve had zero experience
directing or acting in a play we will take you from zero experience to well experienced in a matter of weeks. Don’t like acting
but still want to be involved? There will be lighting and sound opportunities as well. Excited? I’m not surprised! So are we.
Listed below is what you can expect We will be offering an Intensive workshop for 3 hours called ‘Theatre Directing’ open to all students


Student ‘directors’ select their play, not longer than ten minutes, no larger than 8 cast members (social distancing can
be observed in rehearsal in groups of this size)

Once approved, student ‘directors’ cast their plays and begin rehearsals (we supply rehearsal spaces as much as
possible for this purpose).

All ‘One Act Plays’ will meet several times between the start of rehearsals and the performance evening to watch each
other’s plays in development.

‘One Act Play’ Festival performance evening in Performing Arts Building open to parents, students, staff. We distance
seating to meet social distancing guidelines and cap maximum number allowed in audience. Very exlcusive.

A guest adjudicator invited to attend the evening will decide on the following award categories: Best Actor Male/
Female, Best Supporting Actor Male/Female, Best Director and Best Overall Play.
Finally, we’ll be announcing some new and fresh opportunities in the coming weeks. This will be in the form of different kinds
of instruments offered, ways to be involved in our fantastic Performing Arts Program and new and up and coming bands and
ensembles. Make sure you keep an eye on this space!
If you have any questions or concerns, with regards to anything Performing Arts related, I can be contacted through the
school on 5443 2133 or via email at blackshaw.christopher.r@edumail.vic.gov.au
All the best and stay safe,
Chris Blackshaw
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Sadly due to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, is it appears that no school based sport will be held throughout the
rest of the school year. This is obviously disappointing for all concerned but the health and wellbeing of all of our school
community is paramount.
Consequently, we are in the process of organising some sporting competitions incorporating our communities of Katyil,
Merin, Kappen and Wannop. Sports include Basketball, Netball, AFL and Futsal. We will endeavour to make the best of the
situation and hopefully have some fun and competitive spirit displayed in the planned competitions.
Shawn McCormick
WCB Sport

The Weeroona College Bendigo VCAL class have been working very well throughout the course of 2020. Students have been
involved in a variety of learning outcomes within an applied learning flexible delivery styled model. Students are in the process
of developing catering businesses where they will online or hire out a BBQ and Spit Roast available to the student body and
staff later in this term.
Mr Goldsworthy has been doing some fine work with the students involved in the
area of numeracy/maths. An example of this has seen the students constructing
and waterproofing model houses which will form part of an experiment/analysis
relating to measurement, volume, dimensional shaping, ratio’s, not to mention
imagination and creativity.
Some of the VCAL students beginning the process of constructing their model
houses incorporating measurement, dimensional shaping and volume.. ratio’s
and creativity.
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