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Dear parents and carers, 

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning. Below is some information 

shared with us, from the Department of Education. We will endeavour to continue to provide as much clarification over the 

coming days and weeks. 

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised that schools can begin a phased return 

to on-site schooling.  

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 and 12 VCAL and VCE) students and all 

students in specialist schools will return to school from Tuesday 26 May. 

Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also attend school for those classes where 

practicable. If this is not possible for your child/children, our teachers will make sure the work provided to students 

attending at school is also provided to your child/children. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. 

In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return to school from Tuesday 9 June. 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of on-site schooling will 

remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using 

to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will continue for this 

two-week period. 

All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you choose to keep 

your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning 

from home.  

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us so 

we can make an appropriate plan.  

This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning routine and 

will encourage frequent hand washing.  

If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek medical advice.  

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing at school, there 

will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply until further 

notice. I will provide more detail about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes 

will include: 

 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students; 

 the way we conduct parent-teacher meetings and interviews 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and learning. I can assure 
you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the Department’s website, which 
will continue to be updated: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. It makes me very proud to be part of the Weeroona 
College Bendigo community. We look forward to welcoming our students back to the classroom. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jason Bysouth 

Principal 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
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Wow, what a different few weeks we have been experiencing. With the social distancing rules relaxing and the soon to be 

face to face learning returning, I think that it is timely that we all take stock of the Innovation and Resilience that our com-

munity has been demonstrating.  From families and students learning new and innovative ways to communicate with each 

other, to the resilience that has been at times tested to stay at home and learn; we the Weeroona College Bendigo school 

community should be very proud of the way we have continued to demonstrate our RIPIR values. 

Throughout this newsletter there is information that relates to wellbeing and I encourage everyone to read and discuss this. 

It is a timely reminder that we need to stop, take stock and prepare ourselves for yet another change in a small amount of 

time, this too will test our resilience and some of the wellbeing activities that are mentioned will assist in this. 

With the cooler weather now approaching I encourage everyone to take time over the next few weeks to check their winter 

uniform and ensure that we are all ready to see each other and come together as a community on the 9th June. 

Stay well and safe. 

Sarah Trew 

Assistant Principal 

  



4 

 

With the state government’s direction for schools returning to onsite learning, our retail store will be open from 10am– 5pm 
Monday to Friday and 9am-12pm on Saturday mornings. The continued safety of our staff and customers is of 

paramount importance and physical distancing measures will be in place. Our retail staff will be working before and after 
trading hours to ensure extensive daily cleaning is conducted in store. Any uniform garments which are unpackaged, tried on 
and then not taken, will be separated out form stock and not handled for 24 hours as an additional precaution against COVID-
19. We do not have fitting ranges which are used for ‘try on’ purposes and worn by multiple students on the same day. 

As you can appreciate, we are required to limit the total number of people in store which includes staff and customers. Winter 
back to school is a busy time and orders can be placed by email to Bendgo@noone.com.au for your school. Given the reduced 
number of customers permitted in the store customers ordering by email will assist us in processing more orders efficiently. 

We appreciate your support and thank the school community for their patience during this challenging time. Our staff continue 
to be committed in providing the best possible customer service during these extra ordinary times.  

Year 10 News 

There will be no Work Experience requirements for Year 10 this year due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

Transition arrangements for Bendigo Senior Secondary College (BSSC) are in progress, with changes due to COVID-19. 

Weeroona College Bendigo will keep parents and students notified about these as soon as we have confirmation from BSSC. 

All of us greatly appreciate your patience and understanding with the current uncertainty that affects us all. 

  

  

The Administration Office will resume normal trading hours as of Monday 25th May 2020. 

Monday—Thursday 8.15am – 4.15pm Friday 8.15am – 4.00pm  

If you need to contact the Administration Office, Parents and Carer’s can contact the school on 5443-2133 or by email at 

weeroona.co@edumail.vic.gov.au   

Locker Access 

Students are reminded that if they wish to access their locker prior to 9th June 2020, they must come to the Administration 

Office where they will be escorted to their locker. 

  

  

When students return to school on the 9th June the canteen will operate with lunch orders only. This can be done through 

QKR or at the canteen between 8.30-9.00am. The canteen will be only be available for lunch only, AND will NOT be open for 

recess.  

mailto:Bendgo@noone.com.au
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As you are all aware, students will be returning to school as of the 9th of June. As Covid-19 restrictions are still in place, we 

kindly ask parents/carers do the following if your child will be absent from school, arriving late, or leaving early: 

Log on to Compass to add an attendance note 

 

Alternatively you can call the ABSENCE LINE on (03) 4433 4911. Please clearly state the student’s name, date/s of absence and 

reason for absence. 

We understand that there may be times in which you need to pick up your child at short notice. We ask that you call ahead so 

we can arrange for your child to be waiting for you in the Administration Office. Please remember to bring your ID with you. 

If you are unsure at all, please don’t hesitate in calling the Administration Office on (03) 5443 2133 to speak with someone and 

we would be more than happy to assist with your enquiry. 
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This is designed to help young people and families deal with the natural stress and anxiety about transitioning back to school 

after isolation during COVI-19. Things are becoming more manageable with restrictions easing which means that returning to 

some of our normal activities is happening soon. Here are a few things that you can do to help to transition back to school over 

the next couple of weeks to ensure everyone is feeling better prepared.   

Everyone is different, and the amount of sleep you need might be different to what your friends need. In general, 

young people aged between 14-17 years need 8-10 hours a sleep a night. If you need more help with strategies to 

help get back into a good sleep routine, check out this fact sheet by Headspace https://headspace.org.au/assets/

Factsheets/HSP225-Sleep-Fact-Sheet-DP3.pdf 

Set an alarm for the morning around the same time you would need to get up when returning to school. 

This will help to assist you to get back into a routine. The body will naturally adapt to the new changes but 

alarms are always a great strategy to use.   

Make your lunch and snacks as if you are going to school and eat at the normal school break times. Also 

get your school books, clothes and items ready for the next day so you organised for the coming day. This 

Now that we know we are moving towards returning to school based learning, you may be experiencing lots of thoughts, 

questions or worries about what this may look like for you and your school. This is a really normal experience to have some 

worries or nervousness.  

You may be worried about being behind in your school work – that is OK, there is still time to catch up. Contact your teachers 

and make a plan on how you can catch up whilst still learning from home. We are here to help you figure this out.  

One way to help reduce this is to make sure anything that you are unsure about is cleared up. If you have any questions or 

need anything clarified, please don’t hesitate to contact the school and talk to your teachers or wellbeing team about this. Talk 

to your parents or caregivers. They may have some helpful information to ease your mind. 

  

Tip for parents: Talk to your young person, ask questions about what they are worried about. If there are some things that you 

are unsure of, please contact the school with any questions. We are only too happy to help. When discussing the pandemic, 

please try and stick to the facts and provide local data for the Bendigo region so that it is relative to the young person’s 

current situation. Helpful websites that can provide this information are listed below. 

All the staff at the school are here to support in anyway and the best thing to do is to reach out to their advisor as a first step 

if your young person is feeling anxious or worried about transitioning back to school.  

As the restrictions have gradually eased, spending time with family and friends face to face is another 

important element to young people’s independence and identity. If you feel comfortable, spend time 

with your friends, of course, making sure this is in-line with COVID-19 guidelines.  

https://headspace.org.au/assets/Factsheets/HSP225-Sleep-Fact-Sheet-DP3.pdf
https://headspace.org.au/assets/Factsheets/HSP225-Sleep-Fact-Sheet-DP3.pdf
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Exercise releases chemicals called endorphins. These are known as “feel good chemicals” that trigger positive feelings in your 

brain. You can take a walk around neighborhood, go for a bike ride with some friends, do YouTube yoga or high intensity 

activities, play with your pets outside and use interactive gaming e.g. Wii Dance, Just Dance (You Tube/PS4/X box).  

It is a really important time do things that make you feel relaxed and calm. Some calming activities include puzzles, reading, 

watching TV, listening to audiobooks, colouring, writing in a journal, mindfulness and meditation apps e.g. ‘smiling minds’, 

‘Headspace’.  You may also want to have a relaxing bath and listen to gentle music.  

Research shows us that practicing gratitude can improve psychological health, reduce toxic emotions and increase empathy. 

Take a few minutes each day to write down or share with someone 3 things that you are grateful for. These can be little things 

or things that you value. 

Avoid media outlets that build hype and dwell on things that can’t be controlled.  

Consider finding out the latest information from the following sources:  

 Covid19data.com.au 

 Dhhs.vic.gov.au/Victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19 

 Www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 

 Set limits on your media consumption  

Limit your media consumption to a certain time-frame or certain number of articles to reduce making your anxious feelings 

worse. 

 

 
 

 
Contact Weeroona College Bendigo Wellbeing Staff   wcbwellbeing@gmail.com  

Please note: This will only be accessed by WCB wellbeing staff. Do not send messages to other WCB staff as they will not see 

them. Please use Compass for this.  

 

Make a GP appointment with your local doctor  

 

Headspace: Bendigo (03) 5406 1400  

https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/ 

 

Bendigo Health Psychiatric Triage: 24 hours, 7 days on 1300 363 788  

mailto:wcbwellbeing@gmail.com
https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/


8 

 

Every WCB student is enrolled to participate in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge. This very achievable and worthwhile 

challenge asks students to read 15 books between February and September 4th. Students must record their reading using the 

online App. Those students who successfully complete the Challenge will be awarded a certificate from the office of the 

Premier and will be invited to attend a celebratory lunch hosted by the Global Learning Centre. 

All students were emailed out their usernames and passcodes to access the online App which can be found at: 

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home 

The GLC librarians can assist you with: 

 Accessing the online App if you are having difficulties. 

 Resetting your password. 

 Finding/selecting books to read. 

 Generating and emailing to you your Borrowing History from 

the library. 

 Any general enquiries you may have. 

They can be contacted via Compass or using the below emails: 

Ms. Oliver – oliver.lisa.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Ms. Waycott – waycott.ria.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
mailto:oliver.lisa.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:waycott.ria.r@edumail.vic.gov.au
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In addition to purchasing a number of 

new and exciting manga/graphic novel 

series we also have new volumes in 

some of our more popular series, such 

as: Assassination Classroom, My Hero 

Academia, Sailor Moon, Dr. Stone, 

Pokemon, Death Note, Tokyo Ghoul, 

Bakuman, Children of the Whales and 

Black Butler. 

New Manga/Graphic 
Novels 
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